
 

  

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE: 

  

Rachel Howard solo exhibition to be presented  

at Newport Street Gallery in February 2018 

  

Newport Street Gallery is pleased to present an exhibition of work by British artist Rachel 

Howard (b.1969), opening 21st February 2018. The show is the first UK exhibition of Howard’s 

series of paintings, ‘Repetition is Truth – Via Dolorosa’. This body of work was the subject of a 2011 

exhibition at Museo d’Arte Contemporanea Donnaregina, Naples, Italy, curated by Mario 

Codognato. 

  

Commissioned by the Murderme collection and produced between 2005 and 2008, the series takes 

inspiration from the Stations of the Cross, ‘Via Dolorosa’ being the path taken by Jesus to Mount 

Calvary. Whilst referencing the long art-historical tradition of depicting the Stations, ‘Repetition is 

Truth’ also offers a broader commentary on the universality of human rights abuses. 

  

Religion, repetition, mortality and violence – particularly controlled violence –

 are enduring themes in Howard’s work. These fourteen, large-scale paintings are accompanied by 

a small 2005 study of Ali Shallal al-Qaisi, the Iraqi detainee who was photographed being subjected 

to torture at the hands of American soldiers in Abu Ghraib prison in 2003. When these now-

infamous images of Ali Shallal al-Qaisi – hooded and standing on a box in a cruciform position –

 were released in 2004, Howard took particular note of the box. She explains: ‘The box is almost like 

a plinth – I was  

 

thinking about the cross, the Crucifixion, and how it related to this box as a twenty-first century 

place of horror, humiliation and human rights atrocities, and I couldn’t help but connect the 

two.’ As one moves between the Stations, the box variously emerges, or appears almost 

submerged in the paint, before eventually vanishing.  

 

In order to create these semi-abstract paintings the artist applied vast swathes of household gloss 

paint to the canvas. Howard allowed the pigment and varnish to separate in the paint 

can and then allowed gravity to influence the direction of the medium in its two forms, building 

layer upon layer of poured paint. The form of each painting was thus determined by a combination 

of the weight and viscosity of the paint, precision and chance.  

 

Coinciding with this show is a solo exhibition of work by American artist John Copeland also at 

Newport Street Gallery. 

 

 

  



 

 

Notes to editors 

 

About Rachel Howard 

  

Howard was born in Easington, County Durham 1969 and graduated from Goldsmiths College, 

London, in 1991. She was awarded the Princes Trust Award in 1992, was shortlisted for 

the Jerwood Drawing Prize in 2004, and received the British Council Award in 2008.  

Recent solo exhibitions include: ‘Rachel Howard’, MACRO Testaccio, Rome, Italy 

(2016); ‘At Sea’, Jerwood Gallery, Hastings, UK (2015); ‘Northern Echo’, Blain|Southern, London, UK 

(2014); ‘Repetition is Truth – Via Dolorosa’, Museo d’Arte ContemporaneaDonna 

Regina (Museo MADRE), Naples, Italy (2011).  

Howard’s work can be found in a variety of public and private collections, amongst 

others: Ackland Art Museum, North Carolina; Museum van Loon, Amsterdam; David Roberts 

Foundation, London; Goss-Michael Foundation, Dallas; Olbricht Collection, Berlin; Pio Monte 

Della Misericordia, Naples; The wareHouse, Wieland Collection, Atlanta; The Imperial War Museum, 

London. 

Upcoming exhibitions  

Rachel Howard, Der Kuss, Blain Southern 24th January  - 17th March 2018.   

Paintings of Violence (Why I am not a mere Christian) Massachusetts Museum of  

Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA) 17 February 2018 - February 2019, 

Howard lives and works in London and Gloucestershire. 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

About Newport Street Gallery  

 

Newport Street Gallery opened in Vauxhall, south London, in October 2015. Spanning five 

buildings, the gallery presents solo or group exhibitions of work drawn from Damien Hirst’s 

extensive Murderme art collection, which he has been building since the late 1980s. Hirst’s interest 

in curating dates back to the beginning of his artistic career and his organisation of the 

groundbreaking ‘Freeze’ exhibition in south London in 1988.  

 

The gallery is the realisation of Hirst’s long-term ambition to share his extensive collection of art – 

which includes over 3,000 works – with the public. In October 2016, the gallery was awarded the 

respected RIBA Stirling Prize for the UK’s best new building of the year.  

 

Entry to all exhibitions is free. 

 

For media enquiries about Newport Street Gallery please contact:  

+44(0)20 3141 9320 or email press@newportstreetgallery.com 

 

Newport Street Gallery  

Newport Street, London, SE11 6AJ  

www.newportstreetgallery.com   

 

Opening times 

Tuesday – Sunday 10am – 6pm  

Closed Mondays 

Please see website for details of bank holiday opening times. 

For updates follow us on  

 

Twitter @NPSGallery  

Facebook NPSGallery  

Instagram @Newportstreetgallery_london 
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